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OOgl October 4, 1901 

fection of blankets, clothing, etc., 100 pieces; disinfection of soiled 
linen imported for laundry, 417 pieces ; disinfection of Pullman soiled 
linen, 3,760 pieces; disinfection of carload of cattle hides. Three pas- 
sengers from Tampico were let pass, having certificates from the acting 
assistant surgeon, the city being free from contagious disease. 

E. Alexander, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, ■ U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Laredo, Tex., September 22, 1901 — Inspection service — Typhus fever in the 

(My of Mexico. 

Laeedo, Tex., September 22, 1901. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in comparing weekly mor- 
tality statistics of this year, 1901, with that of 1900, I find that the 
mortality in the City of Mexico from typhus fever is a little more 
than double this year that of the year preceding. I refer to reports for 
the month of August, viz, week ended August 19, 1900, deaths were 8, 
and for week ended August 18, 1901, deaths were 24. In the early 
summer months of this year the death rate from same disease averaged 
between 45 and 50 ; occasionally above that number. I have informa- 
tion from reliable persons that the disease seldom attacks the better 
class of Mexicans or Americans. The order I received by telegram 
from Bureau requests me to disinfect and personally inspect all second- 
class baggage and examine particularly train crew on through Pullman. 
A disinfector and guard was authorized. I have found that it is very 
rare that other than first-class passengers have any baggage except what 
they have on their person — that is, the through passengers ; also that 
there are seldom any through passengers except of the first class. All 
our immigrants come from this side of San Luis Potosi, Mexico, which 
is 360 miles north of the City of Mexico. I, therefore, have not nomi- 
nated any person for a vacancy which occurred today of disinfector 
and guard, but such a person is of service, viz, to meet passenger trains 
on Mexican side of frontier and gain information about passengers before 
they appear on the frontier for regular inspection ; to escort foreigners 
or Americans who prefer to stay in Mexico to the Mexican side of the 
frontier and see at what place they will stop during their period of 
detention ; to disinfect all baggage necessary, see that baggage is taken 
from depot to detention camp for disinfection, and unpack and repack 
baggage disinfected. I personally am present during disinfection — that 
is, while using the generator or autoclave. * * * 

Laredo, Tex., September 24, 1901 — Inspection service. — I have the honor 
to submit the following report forweek ended September 21, 1901: Passen- 
ger trains from Mexico inspected, 14 ; persons inspected on trains from 
Mexico, 711 ; immigrants inspected, 33 ; immigrants vaccinated, 6. Two 
persons two days out from Tampico detained. One person three days 
out from Vera Cruz, originally from Yucatan, detained; 2 trunks and 1 
valise opened and disinfected with formal dehyd gas ; 5,191 pieces soiled 
linen of Pullman Company disinfected. 

H. J. Hamilton, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. 8. 

Statistical reports of States and cities of the United States— Yearly and monthly. 

Michigan. — Eeports to the State board of health, Lansing, for the 
week ended September 21, 1901, from 78 observers indicate that inter- 
mittent fever, influenza, smallpox, and whooping cough were more 



